
 

2806 Canada Drive, Dallas, Texas 75212 
214-442-7098 

 

Dear Uplift Heights Middle School Families:  

The Texas Education Agency has recently released the 2014-15 Accountability Ratings for all Texas public schools.  Last 
year Uplift Heights received a “Needs Improvement” rating.  
 
The good news is our scholars made significant gains throughout the year and achieved targets on the Student Progress 
and Closing Performance Gaps Indexes.  Our scholars missed meeting Student Achievement and Postsecondary 
Readiness targets by a combined total of 6 points.  The data shows that while our scholars are growing significantly, we 
must continue to push our scholars to even higher levels.  While we are proud of our progress, we have made plans to 
ensure that Uplift Heights meets standards in all four categories in the 2015-16 school year. 
 
Below is an explanation of the rating breakdown and our plans to address the two areas in which we need to improve.   

 Index 1: Student Achievement (Overall Percentage): NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 
o This year, Uplift Heights has added an academic counselor and two intervention teachers.  This 

intervention team will push into classes or have small group pull outs to help scholars who arrive at 
Uplift Heights needing to grow the most.  Additionally, Uplift Heights has added a second 6th grade Math 
teacher, so that our scholars can benefit from smaller class sizes.  Further, all of our scholars at Uplift 
Heights have both an English Language Arts and Reading class, literally doubling the amount of support 
they receive in literacy.  Finally, for scholars who most need support in Math, they will benefit from a 40 
minute period called Extended Learning Time which will focus on furthering their math learning.  Each of 
these interventions is ensure that all of our scholars make substantial growth over the 2015-16 school 
year.   

 Index 2: Student Progress (Scholar Growth): MET STANDARD 

 Index 3: Closing Performance Gaps (Overall Percentage of scholars who have historically scored lower than 
their peers): MET STANDARD 

 Index 4: Postsecondary Readiness (Number of scholars who are scoring Level 2 Recommended or Level 3 on 
STAAR): NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 

o This year, scholars who are scoring at middle and higher levels will benefit from a 40 minute period 
called Extended Learning Time, which will be focused on developing the higher level thinking skills 
necessary to be able to score at the Level 2 Recommended or Level 3 scores on STAAR.  Additionally, our 
teachers are increasing the level of instruction during independent work time for our scholars who are 
ready to be pushed the next level.   
 

Uplift Heights Preparatory Middle School is committed to being the best school in Dallas at preparing our scholars for 
college through the development and growth of scholars.  I am confident that we will see drastic improvement in our 
scholars’ STAAR performance this year in all four indexes.  Our team of teachers, interventionists, specialists, and 
administration is committed to the academic success of each and every one of our scholars.  Please do not hesitate to 
reach out if you have any questions about the STAAR performance ratings for Uplift Heights Preparatory Middle School.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Cody Yocom 

Middle School Director  


